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Team News 
UPCOMING 

EVENTS:  

 December 3:  

Dairy Queen Night 

(E. Central) 

 December 5:  Band 

Concert 

 December 6:  NAL 

at Coleman 

 December 10:  

Freddy’s Fundraiser 

Night (Rock Road) 

 December 11:  

PTSO & Foundation 

Meeting 

 December 12:  

Choir Concert 

 December 13:  

NAL at Mead 

 December 17:  

Orchestra Concert 

 December 18:  Il 

Vicino Night 

(Douglas) 

 December 19:  

End of 2nd Nine 

Weeks 

 December 19– 

January 2:  No 

School 

 January 3:  Stu-

dents Return 

Sameeha Rashid was a winner in the 

Scope writing contest through 

Scholastic. She wrote an essay about 

how the character traits 

in the story of Perseus 

reflect the traits the 

ancient Greeks admired. 

She won a copy of Rick 

Riordan’s latest novel 

The Trials of Apollo.  

 

Operation Holiday Spirit Week:  

December 3-7  Robinson Student 

Council is trying to make others’ 

holidays brighter by collecting 

money, food, and warm clothing 

items for Operation Holiday to 

distribute to families in need.  In 

order to participate each day, 

students need to bring the following 

to their 1st hour teachers:  $2.00, OR 

2 cans/containers of non-perishable 

food, OR 1 coat, hat, blanket or pair 

of mittens/socks.  These can be new 

or gently worn—we will have them 

cleaned.  Prizes awarded to Grade-

level and Individuals who donate the 

most.  Themes: 

 Monday—Twin Day 

 Tuesday—Reverse Day  (Students 

dress like teachers, teachers 

dress like students) 

 Wednesday—Decade Day 

 Thursday—Hat/Crazy Hair Day 

 Friday—Ugly Holiday Sweater Day 

Show some holiday giving spirit by 

participating each day!! There are 

many Wichita families that may need 

food or warm clothes this year! 

 

This Friday, December 7, half 

of your community service 

hours are due!  Make sure you 

write your reflection and turn in 

your community service forms to 

your CHARGE Teacher.  Google 

classroom will be updated by 

Tuesday, November 20 with 

current hours turned in.  If you 

have any questions please see Ms. 

Mandelbaum (6th Grade) and Ms. 

Rowley (7th and 8th Grade).  Log 

sheets are available on our team 

page on the Robinson Website.   

Sixth Graders need to complete 10 

hours, Seventh Graders 10 hours, 

and Eighth Graders 12.5 hours. By 

the first Friday of December.  If the 

hours are not completed Social 

Studies grades will be lowered 

10%.   

 

You are allowed to earn up to a 

maximum of 5 community service 

hours for participating or 

supporting the Robinson 

Community through organized 

activities.  Also remember that 25 

Box Tops for Education = 1 hour 

and 100 Pop Tabs = 1 hours 

maximum combination of Box Tops 
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Volunteers Needed 

Have a picture of you completing community service hours?  Send it to Ms. 

Van Horn (dvanhorn@usd259.net) to include in our presentation out PIB. 

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? It’s a website 

(www.volunteerkansas.org) for people who want to find 

exciting and useful ways to engage in their community.  

Students can browse opportunities to volunteer by loca-

tion or by their interests. 

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit http://

www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/ . 

Turn in hours to your CHARGE Teacher. 

Check google classroom for the number of hours you have turned in.   

Kansas Humane  

Society 
See information on website:  

https://www.kshumane.org/how-

to-help/volunteer.html 

Price Harris Elementary 
Price-Harris PTO needs volunteers to help take care of children 

so their parents can attend PTO meetings.  Middle-school or 

high-school age volunteers play with children during the meet-

ing, supervised by two adults.  Meetings are from 6:30-7:30 PM 

at Price-Harris on the following dates:  December 11; January 

15; February 12; March 19; April 16; May 14.   E-mail Anne 

Lewis, vicepresident@priceharrispto.org to sign up!    

College Hill Elementary 
College Hill Elementary is looking for 

some responsible students who can 

read with some of our students. Volun-

teers will help encourage our readers. 

This will be a fun and easy way to get 

some service hours! E-mail Ms. Porter, 

jporter2@usd259.net to sign up!    

Do you know of a com-

munity service oppor-

tunity?  Email details to 

Ms. Van Horn at 

dvanhorn@usd259.net  

A Night with Santa 
Thursday, December 6 at 

Century II, 5:30-8:30 

pm.  Contact Sara Rasmus-

sen at 316-337-9257 or  

srasmussen@wichita.gov.   

Botanica 
Botanica is seeking volunteers for their annual illuminations event. The event is from November 23rd to 

December 31st so lots of opportunities to get some service hours done.  Positions vary from ticket tak-

ing to greeting guest to helping make s’mores.  Shifts are from 5-9 pm each night.  For each shift 

worked, you will receive a complimentary ticket to illuminations.  Starting in January, volunteers are 

needed to help tear down.  Contact Kristi Conkle at 264-0448 ext 103 or kconkle@botanica.org.     

Half of your hours are due by the first Friday in December.  If you do not 

have the required hours, Social Studies grades will be lowered 10% 

http://www.volunteerkansas.org/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-volunteers/
mailto:vicepresident@priceharrispto.org
mailto:jporter2@usd259.net
mailto:srasmussen@wichita.gov
mailto:kconkle@botanica.org
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Sixth Grade PIB 
Berry—Math Berry—Science 

Callard—Language Arts Flores—Spanish 

On Monday of this week we will finish the test we 

started on Friday, and we will also have time in 

class to work on Mathia.  Starting Tuesday we will 

begin Module 3 Topic 2: Equations.  It is a four 

lesson chapter, but we get more than one day on 

several of the units.  I anticipate that we will be 

ready to test over it on Friday, December 14.  That 

will mean that we can preview oncoming lessons 

on the final two days before our Winter Break. 

We are wrapping up Earth’s Place in the Universe with a test 

on Monday, December 3.  Students have a study guide and 

instructions to use it to improve their notes.  They get to use 

the notes on the test, but they will hand in the study guide to 

me before the exam.  Students will begin the Human Growth 

and Development Unit on Tuesday after we review their test 

scores.  They get a booklet to work on for this unit, so they will 

not need to carry their journals until after Winter Break.   I will 

be checking pages 42-47 in the students’ Science Journals 

this week.  All the students will hand the journals in on Tues-

day this week, so please check with your child to make sure 

that he or she has finished their work. 

Mandelbaum—Language Arts Mandelbaum—Social Studies 

Polson—Spanish Sinsel—Math 

Next week we will be finishing up the novel, Home-

less Bird. We will then do another unit in our Pear-

son textbook. The theme is Animal Allies, and I 

can’t wait to start teaching it. 

Next week we will be studying ancient China’s ge-

ography, and how varying  philosophies had an 

effect on their developing dynasties. Also. the 

Egypt/Israel Build-a-Book chapter and the first 

ten hours of community service are due at the 

end of class on Friday, December 7th .  

We start Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol this 

week.  Our focus during this novel study will be on 

characterization, symbolism, motif, and plot develop-

ment. Students are working on high school level litera-

ture standards as they write notes and annotations 

directly in their own personal copies.  We plan to cele-

brate the end of the novel with a 1840s British holiday 

treat day on Monday, December 17, so be sure that 

your child is researching a possible time-period holiday 

treat to share in class that day.  

Our  focus in class next week will be on strength-

ening conversation skills in Spanish.  Students 

will be paired with a random partner and be eval-

uated on their ability to ask and answer questions 

about activities they like and do not like to do.      

This coming week will be all about improving our 

speaking fluency. Students will take a speaking 

test by the end of the week. **We will be doing a 

mini-project the last few days of the semester, so 

please keep an eye out for details on that. 

6th Grade Math 6+:  Math students have completed 

the Expression topic and will take a quiz on Mon-

day.  Later in the week, we’ll start our unit on Equa-

tions, which will last until the end of the semester. 

6th Grade Math 7+:  Math students will complete Com-

pound Probability and take a quiz on Tuesday.  We will 

then begin our last topic in probability – Making Infer-

ences.  This unit involves a lot of high level critical 

thinking and problem solving using probability and 

statistics. 



P A G E  4  

Seventh Grade PIB 
Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—4th Hour Language Arts Lavacek—6th Hour Language Arts 

Polson—Spanish Rowley—Social Studies 

Students will begin Chapter 3A in their textbooks 

next week, which equips them to be able to de-

scribe foods and beverages for breakfast and 

lunch.  Flashcards for that chapter are due on 

Monday and there will be a vocabulary recognition 

quiz on Friday . 

Seventh graders are currently studying historical 

geology in science, and they will have a quiz on 

Wednesday the 5th. 

Students will wrapping up their research and work 

on their Genius Hour Projects. Presentations start 

December 10. In any free time we have, we will 

start reading Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s The Little 

Prince. Most students have sent their $2.00 for a 

copy of the book.  

Students will wrapping up their research and work 

on their Genius Hour Projects. Presentations start 

December 10. In any free time we have, we will 

start reading Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s The Little 

Prince. Most students have sent their $2.00 for a 

copy of the book.  

3A FLASHCARDS DUE MONDAY! We will be prac-

ticing with our new food vocabulary all week, cul-

minating on a vocabulary recognition quiz on Fri-

day. 

We will continue on with Latin America till winter 

break.  Students will have a physical map test on 

Monday.  The political map test will be the follow-

ing Monday. 

Sims—Language Arts Sinsel—Math 

This coming week, the 7th graders will continue 

our study of The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-

Exupéry. 

Math students have completed the 7th grade cur-

riculum!  Next week, we’ll start the Toy Company 

project, which requires students to synthesize in-

formation learned throughout first semester to 

design and construct a toy for the holiday season! 

Stroot—4th Hour Algebra Stroot—6th Hour Math 

Students will work with the Linear Piecewise 

Function and solve rational and radical equa-

tions. 

This week, students will find the volume and sur-

face area of a pyramids. 

Van Horn—Math 

We will begin working on Module 5 Topic 2:  Three Dimensional Figures where we will cover surface area and volume.  

Look for our next test the week before winter break.  I will let students know if Mathia this week will be completed during 

class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in my classroom. 
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Eighth Grade PIB 

Flores—Spanish Jenney—Science 

Lavacek—Language Arts Rowley—Social Studies 

Sims—Language Arts Stroot—Math 

Van Horn—Math 
We will continue working on Module 2 Topic 3:  Systems of Equations and Inequalities.  We will have a 

test over this module on Thursday, December 13.  I will let students know if Mathia this week will be 

completed during class.  If you need additional help, ZAP is available on Monday and Tuesday at lunch in 

my classroom. 

Students will wrapping up their research and 

work on their Genius Hour Projects. Presentations 

start December 10. In any free time we have, we 

will continue reading Fahrenheit 451.    

Next week, the eighth graders will continue read-

ing and analyzing To Kill a Mockingbird. We’ll fo-

cus on the famous trial in the novel and how it 

affects the characters and their society. 

Students will work with the Linear Piecewise Func-

tion and solve rational and radical equations. 

This week will all be research and writing for the 

“We the People” Senate Hearings paper.  The 

rough draft will be due on Friday. 

Students will begin Chapter 5B in their textbooks 

next week, which equips them to be able to de-

scribe physical descriptions of people, restaurant 

vocabulary and table settings.  Flashcards for that 

chapter are due on Monday and there will be a 

vocabulary recognition quiz on Friday . 

Eighth graders are currently studying energy in 

science, and they will have a quiz on Tuesday the 

4th. 
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If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 
note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600. 

Berry, Kathleen  
6th Grade Math and Science 
Email:  kberry@usd259.net 

 
 

Callard, Tracy 
6th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Spanish for Native Speakers 
Email:  tcallard@usd259.net 

 
 

Flores, Tara 
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 
Email:  tflores@usd259.net 

 
 

Jenney, Charles  
7th and 8th Grade Science 

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net 
 
 

Lavacek, Molly  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net 
 
 

Mandelbaum, Susan  
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies 
Email:  smandelbaum@usd259.net 

 

Polson, Elizabeth  
6th, 7th, 8th Grade Spanish 

Email:  epolson@usd259.net 
 
 

Rowley, Michele  
7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net 
 
 
 

Sims, Katherine  
7th and 8th Grade Language Arts 

Email:  ksims@usd259.net 
 
 

Sinsel, Jennifer  
6th and 7th Grade Math 

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net 
 
 

Stroot, Mary  
7th and 8th Grade Math 

Email:  mstroot@usd259.net 
 
 

Van Horn. Denise  
Team Leader 

7th and 8th Grade Math 
Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net 

Website 
http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib 

The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) 
will be posted.  The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events 

for the following week.  To access classroom websites you will need to use your 
Parent/Student Vue account. 




